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Intent:
	Subject Aim
	At Malvern Wells CE Primary School, we believe history helps every child understand how the past has shaped the world they live in today, enabling them to Let their Light Shine in the future. Rooted in our Christian vision and the National Curriculum, our history curriculum develops knowledgeable, curious historians who think critically, ask meaningful questions and use evidence to understand Britain's past, its place within the wider world and how the past continues to shape the present.

	Curriculum Design
	Our history curriculum is carefully sequenced through a mixed-age, two-year cycle. Carefully selected substantive and disciplinary knowledge is organised into progressive component knowledge that builds towards secure composite understanding. Through retrieval, meaningful connections and historical enquiry, pupils revisit and deepen their understanding over time, enabling them to know more, remember more and think more deeply as historians.

	End Points
	By the end of Year 6, pupils confidently use historical evidence to explain change and continuity, identify cause and consequence, evaluate historical significance and recognise that interpretations of the past can differ. They understand Britain's story within a local, national and global context.

	Threshold Concepts
	Chronology • Evidence & Interpretation • Cause & Consequence • Change & Continuity • Historical Significance

	Golden Threads
	· Local History 
· Leadership & Legacy 
· Power & Democracy 
· Conflict & Peace 
· Diversity & Migration 
· Civilisation 
·   Identity & Belonging



Implementation
	Timetabling
	Reception follows a bespoke Understanding the World curriculum. Years 1–6 follow a carefully sequenced mixed-age, two-year curriculum. History is taught as a blocked subject, with each enquiry taught over a 3–4 week period, typically through two history lessons each week. This enables pupils to become fully immersed in each historical period, develop deeper understanding and sustain historical enquiry while ensuring knowledge is revisited throughout the year.

	Lesson Structure
	Every lesson follows a consistent sequence: 
Recap & Recall → Historical Enquiry → Explicit Teaching → Evidence Exploration → Independent Application → Reflection, strengthening long-term memory through retrieval and purposeful discussion.

	Non-Negotiables
	· Every lesson is built around the acquisition of the identified component knowledge. 
· Planning focuses on evidence-informed approaches that secure the essential knowledge identified within the curriculum.
· Sequences of learning deliberately build component knowledge towards clearly defined composite outcomes. 
· Every lesson begins with retrieval of prior learning to strengthen long-term memory. 
· Learning is driven by a clear historical enquiry question. 
· Substantive and disciplinary knowledge are taught explicitly and in balance. 
· High-quality primary and secondary historical sources are used to develop historical thinking.
· Historical vocabulary is explicitly taught, revisited and applied. 
· Pupils justify, explain and evaluate historical interpretations using evidence. 
· Chronology is explicitly taught and continually referenced to help pupils make connections across time. 
· All work is presented to the highest standard in dedicated history books, reflecting pride, care and enjoyment in learning.

	Teacher Expectations
	Teachers teach the agreed curriculum sequence, make explicit links to prior learning and build component knowledge towards clearly identified composite outcomes. 
Teachers explicitly model disciplinary thinking, enabling pupils to question, interpret, evaluate and communicate as historians.

	Assessment
	Assessment is continuous and responsive through questioning, discussion, retrieval, written outcomes and historical enquiry. Teachers identify misconceptions and adapt teaching to secure long-term understanding.

	Vocabulary 
	Tier 2 and subject-specific historical vocabulary is explicitly taught, revisited and expected in pupils' spoken and written explanations. Vocabulary progression is carefully sequenced to support disciplinary thinking.

	Adaptive Teaching
	High ambition is maintained for all pupils. Teachers adapt questioning, scaffolds, source material and recording methods while ensuring every child accesses the same rich historical knowledge.

	Resources
	Teachers use high-quality primary and secondary historical sources, artefacts, photographs, maps, timelines, archaeological evidence, visits and local history to bring learning to life.

	Enrichment
	Educational visits, visitors, local heritage and meaningful links to the Malvern Hills enrich pupils' historical understanding and strengthen cultural capital.



Impact:
	Assessment
	Teachers use retrieval, discussion, historical enquiry and written outcomes to ensure pupils know more, remember more and apply historical knowledge with increasing confidence and accuracy.

	Evidencing Progress
	Progress is demonstrated through historical enquiries, written explanations, chronological understanding, source analysis, pupil discussion and the accurate application of historical vocabulary.

	Pupil Voice
	Pupils confidently discuss historical events, explain their thinking using evidence and historical vocabulary, make links across time periods and recognise how the past continues to influence the present.

	Monitoring & Evaluation
	Subject leaders evaluate the quality of history through lesson visits, book scrutiny, pupil voice, assessment information and professional dialogue to ensure the curriculum is implemented consistently and continues to improve.
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