[image: ]Design and Technology at Malvern Wells
Intent
	Subject Aim
	At Malvern Wells CE Primary School, DT enables children to Let Their Light Shine as thoughtful designers and makers. Pupils use technical knowledge, creativity and practical evidence to develop functional, appealing products for particular users and purposes.

	Curriculum Design
	The mixed-age two-year curriculum develops food, textiles and construction through three composites per unit. 
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KS1 establishes sources, hygiene, simple preparation, fabric joins, stitches, wheels, axles and bracing. 
LKS2 adds measured recipes, seasonality and sourcing, templates, fastenings, secure seams and handles, electrical drives and magnetic movement. 
UKS2 develops recipe adaptation, textile layering and finishing, fitted upcycled products, pulleys, levers, linkages and integrated electrical models.

	End Points
	By Year 6, pupils research user needs, justify materials or ingredients, communicate workable plans, make with increasing accuracy and test against criteria. They diagnose faults, refine using evidence and explain responsible choices. Practical independence remains within appropriate supervision.

	Threshold Concepts
	User and purpose • Functional properties • Design criteria • Structure and systems • Technical control • Testing and iterative improvement

	Golden Threads
	Users and purpose • Designing and communicating • Materials and ingredients • Making and technical knowledge • Testing and improving • Responsible choices


Implementation
	Timetabling
	Teach the agreed units in each mixed-age cycle. Protect time for trials, making and evaluation; extend practical sessions where needed. Check foundations and teach new techniques explicitly for entry into either cycle.

	Lesson Structure
	Do It Now MC and true–false retrieval → Apply It using familiar knowledge in a new context → Can I and criteria → Explicit demonstration → Guided trial → Purposeful making → Test, improve and evaluate. The unit follows its agreed GS lesson spine.

	Non-Negotiables
	Teach no more than three essential components per lesson towards the coloured composites. 
Identify the intended user and agree clear design criteria based on their needs.
Test function as well as appearance. Pupils make the design decisions; identify what adults prepared or completed.

	Teacher Expectations
	Teacher-test recipes, patterns, joins, mechanisms and matched circuits before teaching. Model accurate tool use, sequencing and technical explanations. Check allergies, materials, components and supervision through school procedures and the supplied companion guidance.

	Assessment
	Assess research, plans, trials, practical control and tests against separate year-group end points. Observe the process: a finished product does not show which decisions or skills were independent.

	Vocabulary
	Teach words through actions and products: ingredient, portion, template, seam allowance, fastening, appliqué, chassis, axle, clearance, circuit, pulley, lever, linkage, reinforce and evaluate, as specified in each MTP.

	Adaptive Teaching
	Use accessible utensils, larger stitch guides, pre-cut difficult parts and visual sequences while retaining pupil choices and technical understanding. Tasting is optional. Record access support separately from demonstrated knowledge.

	Resources and Enrichment
	Use MW MTPs, aligned Grammarsaurus slides and recipes, existing products, approved ingredients, textiles, tools and matched components. Authentic food, reading, display and theatre briefs give pupils purposeful users and feedback.


Impact
	Assessment
	Judge how well a product meets its purpose and how pupils explain their decisions. Check preparation and cooking separately: adult-managed heat or rice cooking does not demonstrate a pupil’s own hands-on cooking competence.

	Evidencing Progress
	Annotated plans, patterns, stitch and material trials, recipe quantities, photographs, circuit diagrams and comparable tests show increasing control, independence and justified refinement.

	Pupil Voice
	Pupils explain who a product serves, why they chose a material or method, how it works, what the test showed and which improvement they made or would make.

	Monitoring and Evaluation
	Subject leaders check curriculum sequence, practical opportunities, technical accuracy, user criteria and year-group outcomes. Review food preparation and supervised cooking coverage across both cycles, alongside textiles, structures and systems.
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Design and Technology Progression
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Across every phase

User and purpose — Design — Make — Testand evaluate — Refine

Teach essential component knowledge. Retrieve prior learming. Model safe techniques.  Preserve pupils design decisions.





